SECT. III.] VARIOUS DESCRIPTIONS OF PERSONS. SI7
(and that not blindly and implicitly, but upon full
inquiry and deep consideration), by Bacon, and
Milton, and Locke, and Newton, and much the
greater part of those, who, by the reach of their
understandings, or the extent of their knowledge,
and by the freedom too of their minds, and their
daring to combat existing prejudices, have called
forth the respect and admiration of mankind? It
might be deemed scarcely fair to insist on Church-
men, though some of them are among the greatest
names this country has ever known. Can the sceptic
in general say with truth, that he has either prose-
cuted an examination into the evidences of Revelation
at all, or at least with a seriousness and diligence in
any degree proportioned to the importance of the
subject? The fact is, and it is a fact which re-
dounds to the honour of Christianity, that infidelity
is not the result of sober inquiry and deliberate pre-
ference. It is rather the slow production of a
careless and irreligious life, operating together with
prejudices and erroneous conceptions concerning the
nature of the leading doctrines and fundamental
tenets of Christianity.
Take the case of young men of condition, bred
up by what we have termed nominal Christians.
When children, they are carried to church, Progress of
and thence they become acquainted with infidelity.
such parts of Scripture as are contained in our
Public Service. If their parents preserve still more
of the customs of better times, they are taught
their catechism, and furnished with a little farther
religious knowledge. After a while, they go from
under the eyes of their parents; they enter into
the world, and move forward in the path of life,
whatever it may be, which has been assigned to
them. They yield to the temptations which assail

